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The Anderland Simmentaler stud 
originated with the importation of 44 
heifers from Germany (1968-1975).

Photographed here is Anderland Sassa 
JEK1822 with her calf.
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Dear Simmentaler breeders,

A friendly reminder of the deadline of 

10 February for any corrections on 

your herd list. Herd lists were sent on 

25 November to everyone. If you are uncertain of where your 

herd list should go, please send it to info@simmentaler.org 

where it will be sent to the correct person.

Our Society’s logo must please appear on your auction 

flyer.Your auction flyer must please first be approved by 

the relevant Council member, before it can be posted on 

social media, our website etc.

All animals, male and female, born from 1 January 2020 

must have paternity confirmed (sire verification) by DNA. 

Some of the female animals have passed inspection, but we 

are waiting for paternity confirmation before the inspection 

results can be added to the system. This is causing a 

snowball effect where birth notifications cannot be recorded 

due to their dam’s inspection being held back because of 

their outstanding DNA results. 

Another issue we are experiencing regards embryo calves. 

A Schedule O form needs to be completed by a veterinarian, 

and must be submitted with a DNA report confirming the 

dam and the sire of the embryo. Without this information 

calves remain on hold.

We’re working hard on the Simmentaler Journal 2023. It 

has been a 2 years since we last had a journal, so you can 

look forward to a jam packed issue this year!

Don’t forget to send us your 2023 auction, educational and 

show dates to update our calendar.

Do not hesitate to contact us at office or to pop in for a visit – 

we will gladly assist you.

We look forward to taking on 2023 with you.

Simmentaler office

Jamie, Antoinette,  Chantel &  Erna

https://www.instagram.com/simmentalersa/
https://twitter.com/SimmentalerZA
https://www.facebook.com/SimmentalerZA
https://www.facebook.com/SimmentalerZA
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COMING SOON!
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FEBRUARY
Riversdale Show
15 - 18 / 02 / 2023

MARCH
Young Bull Day
04 / 03 / 2023

MAY
Bloem Show
05 / 05 / 2023

Royal Show
30 / 05 / 2023

JULY
Ellisras Show
06 - 08 / 07 / 2023

AUGUST
Willem Prinsloo Show 
23 - 25 / 08 / 2023

SEPTEMBER
Moorreesburg Show
06 - 09 / 09 / 2023

OCTOBER
Lichtenburg Show
16 - 20 / 10 / 2023

Simmentaler Show Dates
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Batswana Breeders’ Workshop
Willie O’Brien

On the 26 November 2022, 15 enthusiastic cattle breeders from Botswana attended a 

workshop on EFFECTIVE CATTLE FARMING at Malebo Ranch near Jwaneng.

Leina Gabaraane hosted the event on his farm where he 
breeds with commercial Brahman and Charolais animals 
together with a Simmentaler stud. Willie O'Brien (Wensim 
Simmentaler stud) coordinated the program and did the 
presentations.

During the workshop the attendees were enlightened on 
topics such as the value of artificial insemination, basic 
farming practices together with practical demonstrations 
on structural correctness. Animals from the Simmentaler 
herd were used to demonstrate some critical attributes to 
be considered when evaluating functional correctness in 
breeding bulls and cows.

The minister of Agriculture in Botswana, Hon. Minister 
Fidelis Molao also attended the workshop where after he 
decided to immediately invest in a Simmentaler bull for his 
commercial herd.  

An area of concern for the Botswana breeders is the fact 
that animals cannot be imported from South Africa into 
Botswana due to Foot-and-Mouth Disease outbreaks in 
South Africa. Suggestions were raised unofficially with the 
minister, and Jamie Berger was later brought onboard to 
assist with a strategy to address the issue on a formal basis 
from the Simmentaler Society’s side with the authorities of 
Botswana.

The breeders were entertained with good refreshments 

and some gifts as well as hand-outs sponsored by the 
organisers and the Simmentaler Society of South Africa.  

More of these interventions are in planning for 2023. 

ROGERS (Farm manager Malebo Ranch), HON 
MINISTER  FIDELIS MOLAO and WILLIE O'BRIEN 

during a practical session .

The group that attended the workshop.



“Invest in your
dreams!”
- Lecoko Showen Kinan
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How a Simmentaler stud thrives on mountainous veld
By Gavin Isted |27 December 2022 | www.farmersweekly.co.za

The dual-purpose Simmentaler is known for its adaptability and good temperament. Tjokkie 
Nel, who runs a stud near Barkly East, spoke to Gavin Isted about the success he has had 

on this seemingly harsh terrain.

Des ‘Tjokkie’ Nel has been breeding Simmentaler cattle 
near Barkly East, Eastern Cape, for more than 20 years.

In 1990, after completing high school at Tweespruit 
Agricultural School in the Free State, he joined the South 
African Police Service (SAPS) in East London. After seven 
years here, he left to join his father Dawie on the family farm 
Skilderkrans in the mountainous area of Barkly East, where 
they ran separate Simmentaler production operations.

History of the Simmentaler breed
The Simmentaler breed dates back to the Middle Ages. 
According to the Simmentaler Cattle Breeders’ Society of 
South Africa’s website, the breed is named after the area 
where the cattle were first bred, the Simme River valley in 
Switzerland.

The society states that the Simmentaler is a descendant of 
the aurochs (Bos taurus primegenius), the now-extinct wild 
breed of cattle that was indigenous to Europe.
Nel has always favoured the breed, as it does well on the 
veld in mountainous regions, can walk long distances and 
is highly adaptable.

It also has a good temperament, which makes it easy to 
manage, and both bull and heifer calves are weaned at six 
months old at an average weight of 242kg. In addition, its 
hybrid vigour makes the Simmentaler ideal for 
crossbreeding.

The story of the Skilderkrans Stud
Dawie took over the farm from his own father in 1960, and in 
the beginning ran a mixed cattle-farming operation. In 
1964, he bought eight Simmentaler cows and calves in 
Namibia, and was so impressed with the breed that he 
decided Dawie retired in 1998 and, a year later, Nel bought 
Skilderkrans from him. Five years after that, Dawie 
purchased the farm Louterbron, which is about 5km from 
Skilderkrans.

For many years, Dawie bought stud bulls from Donnie 
Thornton, a well-known Simmentaler breeder in the 
Eastern Cape’s Indwe district.

However, Thornton retired in 2006, and Nel now buys bulls 
from the Leeupoort Simmentalers stud near Rustenburg, 
North West, and Gulland Simmentalers near Koster, North 
West.to start the Skilderkrans Simmentaler Stud, which 
was subsequently registered in 1993.

A mix of grasses
Skilderkrans covers an area of 1 460ha and is as high as 1 
980m above sea level in some parts, while Louterbron is 
356ha in extent and up to 1 650m above sea level. The 
average annual rainfall on the farms is 860mm.

The veld comprises a mixture of sweet- and sourveld, and 
the south-facing mountain slopes tend to be covered with 
unpalatable grass species such as wire grass (Elionurus 
muticus) and mountain wire grass (Merxmuellera disticha), 

Nel‘s bull calves are weaned on the veld at six months old, when they weigh between 240kg and 280kg.
Photo: Gavin Isted



i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h 
patches of turpentine 
grass (Cymbopogon 
spp.).

On the north- facing 
slopes more palatable 
grasses are found, such 
as red grass (Themeda 
triandra), small creeping 
f o x t a i l  ( S e t a r i a 
flabel la ta) ,  weeping 
lovegrass (Eragrostis 
curvula) and curly leaf 
grass (E. chloromelas).

The veld is currently 
s h o r t  a s  i t  i s  s t i l l 
recover ing from the 
recent multiyear drought 
in the region; however, it has very good coverage. The 
grazing capacity is 4ha/ MLU for cattle, and 1ha/SSU for 
sheep.

Ouhout trees (Leucosidea sericea) cover a total of 70ha on 
Nel’s farms. This invasive species is a major problem in the 
area, says Nel. Trying to combat it by burning the veld only 
works for a while before the trees begin to grow back with a 
vengeance, and using herbicide is very expensive and 
time-consuming.

Nel plants oats and rye for winter feeding. The possibilities 
for irrigation are good, as some of the nearby streams 
never dry up, despite the drought; however, he has not yet 
found it necessary to irrigate.

Breeding and selection policies
Nel’s cow herd is just over 200-head strong, and he 
normally achieves a 95% calving rate, and 93% weaning 
rate. His animals are bred only via natural means, and he 
has never considered the use of artificial insemination. His 
preferred bull-to-cow ratio is 1:20, as this assures him of a 
better conception rate.

During breeding season, the bulls are kept with the cows for 
85 to 90 days. The calving period normally runs for about 
three months from mid-September.

Nel never uses a bull whose dam has an inter-calving 
period of more than 400 days. He selects medium-frame 
cows of between 420kg and 450kg, and bulls that sire 
calves that weigh 38kg to 43kg at birth.

If a bull sires small heifers (30kg to 34kg), the latter are 
likely to go on to experience calving difficulties. Nel culls all 
cows that don’t calve easily, as well as those that don’t 
produce enough milk or raise their calves easily on the veld. 
But this usually amounts to fewer than 2% of his herd.

He uses the best linear unbiased prediction (BLUP) 
method in conjunction with the HerdMaster herd-
management and performance-recording software. 
However, he stresses the importance of ensuring that the 
BLUP figures correlate with the results of hand-and-eye 
judging.

According to him, this is 
particularly important 
when buying bulls. It is 
also crucial for a stud to 
have good-quality cows 
for breeding. Nel selects 
only bul ls that were 
weaned on the veld at six 
months old and weighing 
240kg to 280kg. Stud 
selection is normally 
done when the young 
bulls are 15 to 16 months 
old.

Feeding and licks
Nel gives his cattle a 
protein lick in winter and 
a  phosphate  l i ck  in 

summer. Commercial male weaners are sold in April, and 
both commercial and stud heifers are separated from the 
young bull calves and put on good veld with a protein lick.

The bull calves receive a protein lick and are put onto 
rested veld until November when they’re about one year 
old. They then receive Supermol feed until the following 
May, when they are 18 months old. After this, they are given 
a bull ration in preparation for the bull sales, which start in 
September.

Dosing and sales
Nel uses injectable vaccines against both internal and 
external parasites, and administers these in May and 
September each year. The stud and sale bulls are tested by 
a local veterinarian for various diseases, including bovine 
trichomoniasis and brucellosis, in July and August.

Nel never sends his cattle to shows, as he prefers to attend 
bull sales only. He has taken animals to the Barkly East Bull 
Sale for the past 11 years, and the Kuruman Ram & Bull 
Sale for the past six.

Strong relationships
Nel places great value on a good workforce, as he sees his 
staff as assets. He strives to forge strong relationships with 
his workers, and they attend training and upliftment 
programmes on a regular basis to keep them motivated. 
His advice to young breeders is to farm the animals they 
love.

“Be honest, work hard, and buy animals from reputable 
breeders who are prepared to guide you,” he adds.

Phone Tjokkie Nel on 079 568 0947, or email him at 
tjokkienel@gmail.com.

Source - https://www.farmersweekly.co.za/animals/cattle/how-a-
simmentaler-stud-thrives-on-mountainous-veld/

Tjokkie Nel and his wife, Marionette. 
Nel has 25 years‘ experience in breeding Simmentaler cattle.



SIMMENTALER
Voeg winsgewendheid
tot jou waardeketting

Die Simmentaler Beestelersgenootskap van Suidelike Afrika
www.simmentaler.org | info@simmentaler.org | (051) 446 0580 / 2 | Ons is op Facebook, Instagram en Twitter  

MELK  GEWIG  WINS• •

Kontak ons raadslede vir meer inligting rondom die Simmentaler:

Jamie Berger (HUB)
Stellenbosch
+27 84 410 3703

Martiens de Jager
Rustenburg
+27 83 306 3304

Andrew Masterson
Humansdorp
+27 82 321 1462

Gert Nienaber
Rustenburg
+27 82 808 6390

Ed Barry
Dalton
+27 82 359 6347

Jan van Biljon
Lichtenburg
+27 83 379 9307

Koos Kooy
Mooi Rivier
+27 72 293 0213

Philip de Waal
Moorreesburg
+27 82 783 0011

Stephan Voigts
Windhoek
+26 481 124 4430

Kantoor
Bloemfontein
+27 51 446 0580



Sale Results
January 2023

Tendele Simmentaler Bull Sale
24 January 2023, Vryburg NW

Sale ResultsSOUTH AFRICA

Bulls
Average Price - R 48 000
Highest Price - R 62 000

Photo - The highest priced Simmentaler bull was lot 3, 
Tendele LN20205. He sold for R62 000.

Simmentaler sale results
and auction dates on

www.simmentaler.org



Het jy hierdie uitgawe van  gemis?Veeplaas
Blaai nou deur die digitale kopie - hier.

Vrugbare, aangepaste en mak beeste met goeie moedereienskappe, pigmentasie, loopvermoë en langslewendheid.
Lees oor die Locheim Simmentaler-stoetery in die Januarie-uitgawe van #Veeplaas.

http://digimags.agriorbit.com/purchase/syls/index.html




















Missed an issue?
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All issues available on www.simmentaler.org - for free!

Click on an issue to open itT

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xgfiCORixdsygmu-Fok49wbT5bRQRTBT/view?usp=share_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bqg_JXFLlX4&t=117s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bqg_JXFLlX4&t=117s
https://www.simmentaler.org/Publications/Pulse/2022/Simmentaler%20Pulse%20-%20July%20Rewind%202022.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bqg_JXFLlX4&t=117s
https://www.simmentaler.org/Publications/Pulse/2022/Simmentaler%20Pulse%20-%20October%20Rewind%202022.pdf


STEPS TO BECOMING A REGISTERED
SIMMENTALER BREEDER

START HERE
Contact the office for an 

English or Afrikaans 
application form -

info@simmentaler.org or
accounts@simmentaler.org

Return application 
form to Erna at 

 with proof of 
membership fee 

payment.

Complete the 
application form in full - 

Form 1, 2, 3 and 4.

NB - all dates and a 
drawing of your road 

map need to be 
completed.

Double check your joining 
date - this date determines 

part of your membership fee 
as well as the date which 

calves can be registered from.

Once the application has 
been processed, you will 

be notified of your 
registered details and 
receive a VAT invoice.

Your application will be sent 
to the registrar.

u
u u

u

u
Would you like to be part of  a Society and members with an intense interest in the 

breeding and raising of  Simmentaler animals? Yes? Well, look no further!

Receive application form 
containing applicable 
information and fees.

u

u

Congratulations! 
You are now a 

registered member 
of the Simmentaler 

Society!

Ÿ Add value to your animals
Ÿ An income potential apart from only weaners
Ÿ New marketing opportunities
Ÿ New income possibilities
Ÿ Join a network of dynamic beef producers
Ÿ Trade ideas, meet other farmers with mutual objectives
Ÿ Outstanding professional client services

Ÿ 24 hour access to your animal and herd reports
Ÿ Annual Technical Advisor visits
Ÿ Assistance in animal selection, genetic analysis and 

general advice
Ÿ A sophisticated system for performance testing
Ÿ Registration certificates for animals
Ÿ A well trained and competent team at the Society’s office

ADVANTAGES OF MEMBERSHIP

accounts@simmentaler.org



Simmentaler Cattle Breeders’ Society of Southern Africa

Contact Us:
Tel - +27 51 446 0580 / 2

E-mail - info@simmentaler.org

Office Hours:
08:00 - 16:30 (Mo - Th)

07:30 - 16:00 (Fr)

Postal Address:
Private Bag X 7002
Langenhovenpark

9330

Physical Address:
1 Genius Loci Office Park
6 CP Hoogenhout Street

Langenhovenpark
Bloemfontein

9301

Follow us on our social media accounts
to keep up to date with daily happenings:

 Facebook - Simmentaler SA
Instagram - @SimmentalerSA

Twitter - @SimmentalerZA

 |  V  OD EL DR  DO IEW  WE
H ÊT R ED LE DEF

www.simmentaler.org

 VAT Registration Number 4040119200 |  Animal Breeders Society 62/98/B-89 | Registering Authority 62/98/R-05


